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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 04411 070826Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-08 XMB-04 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 DOE-15 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 NRC-07 OPIC-06 
EUR-12 /167W 

092685 071831Z/46 

R 070656Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3465 
INFO AMCONSUL BRISBANE 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 4411 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS EXIMBANK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EMIN, ENRG, EINV, BENC, BEXP, AS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DAMPIER-PERTH NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 

REE: A) CANBERRA 02953, B) CANBERRA 04399 

1. IF THE PRELIMINARY EEASIBILITY STUDIES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 
RESULT IN THE GO AHEAD FOR THE NORTH WEST SHELF OFFSHORE NATURAL 
GAS PROJECT, CONSTRUCTION OF THE DAMPIER-PERTH PIPELINE, THE 
BIGGEST PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION JOB OVER UNDERTAKEN IN AUSTRALIA, 

IS EXPECTED TO GEGIN IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1981 FOR COMPLETION 

IN EARLY 1984. 

2. THE PIPELINE WILL BE BUILT FOR THE STATE ENERGY COMMISSION 
(SEC) OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA TO CARRY GAS TO THE DOMESTIC AND 
INDUSTRIAL MARKETS IN PERTH AND SOUTHWEST AUSTRALIA. THE SEC 
HAS ALREADY ESTABLISHED A PROJECT TEAM TO COORDINATE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CANBER 04411 070826Z 

THE WORK. SEC ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER ENGINEERING, DR. 

R. R. BOOTH WILL SUPERVISE THE PROJECT. THE SEC WILL 
MANAGE THE PIPELINE EVALUATION, DESIGN FINANCING AND 
CONSTRUCTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS NORMAL PRACTICES 
FOR MAJOR PRODUCTS. HOWEVER, IT WILL APPOINT SPECIALIST 
CONSULTANTS TO ADVISE AND ASSIST AS REQUIRED. IT HAS 
ADVERTISED FOR FIRMS TO UNDERTAKE THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
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STUDY WHICH WILL BE THE FIRST STEP IN THE PROJECT WHICH 
IS EXPECTED TO COST ABOUT SA400 MILLION. 

3. THE PIPELINE WILL FOLLOW A 1,500 KM ROUTE FROM AN 
ONSHORE GAS TREATMENT PLANT AT DAMPIER TO THE PROPOSED 
WAGERUP ALUMINA REFINERY. THE SEC IS ALSO STRUDING 
PIPELINE DIAMETERS BETWEEN 24 TO 30 INCHES OPERATING AT 
PRESSURES BETWEEN 1,000 AND 1,400 PSI. 

4. PRELIMINARY MARKET STUDIES SUGGEST THAT PERTH AND ENVIRONS 
WILL REQUIRE BETWEEN 270 AND 330 MILLION CUBIC FEET OF 

GAS A DAY IN 1984 RISING TO MORE THAN 500 MILLION CUBIC 
FEET A DAY BY THE YEAR 2000. THE SEC HAS REACHED AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE NORTH WEST SHELF JOINT VENTURERS FOR THE PURCHASE 
OF UP TO 300 MILLION CUBIC FEET OF GAS A DAY. 

SQUIRE 
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